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Preface

‘Language is a Virus’, William Stewart Burroughs

t is not possible to consider

history without being
inadvertently influenced by one’s
personal background, teaching,
education or  other prejudices.
Even by one’s vocabulary. What
Burroughs was implying in the
guotation above was the very real
possibility that one’s wuse of
language can prejudice not merely
one’s own views but also the
received views of others.

The files associated this Website
have, as far as possible, been
written  with impartiality, but
absolute impartiality is impossible
and, indeed, almost constitutes an
oxymoron.

This applies not merely to them
style in which material is written
but also to what material is
included and omitted. There are
sections which, as the author of
these files, | felt that it would be
interesting to include for te sake
of comprehensiveness, whilst there
are others that may be superfluous
but have been included either for
the sake of background
information, added for additional
interest included just for fun.

We hope that you will feel free to
download and re-edit for your
personal and educational use any
of the material published here, in
any way that you may feel
necessary, prudent or useful,
particularly if they add to accuracy
or interest, making the most of that
which we hope to have offered in
this ‘package’.

As with all Web sites, this is not a
static publication and with time it
will continue to expanded, be
revised, correct and, we hope
improved upon. Whether you are
a student, a teacher, or neither, we
very much welcome any
recommendations and suggestions,
whether of factual errors, possible
errors of emphasis, or suggestions
for material that should be
included but has not been.

Please e-mail rkbooth@fsmail.net
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